The Volunteerism and Youth Employment in Tanzania: The State of Art, Constraints and Prospects

Date: 23rd November 2002

Venue: University of Dar Es Salaam, Main Campus, Lecture Theatre Room 2

1.0  
INTRODUCTION

VOLUNTEERISM is a Performance of an act of kindness, freely giving of your talent, time and effort or the simple fulfillment of community expectations. The definition of volunteerism may vary as greatly as the types of people who volunteer and the jobs that they perform.

VOLUNTEERING is the rent we pay for space on earth. Its value infuses the spirit, gives personal satisfaction to the individual, transcends purely economic contributions, and is intrinsic to the citizen engagement that strengthens society. Volunteering cannot be mandated or imposed. By definition, volunteerism is an act of self-motivation. 

EMPLOYMENT in talking about employment, the general consensus in the world today agrees that it is something that distinguishes man from other animals. People can engage themselves in creative and/or productive activities of some kind in order to secure their means of livelihood. It is thus through the process of production i. e work or employment that man actualizes himself as a different species from other living animals.

SELF EMPLOYMENT can  be taken as any legal, acceptable and organized activities which are undertaken by an individual or group for their well being. Unlike formal employment, in self-employment the individual is not paid any salary. He performs the activity which yields payment in some form accruing to the worker as an income required to meet his/her basic needs. Such activities can include; Agriculture, fishing, skilled and unskilled activities, small retail businesses etc.

2.0 YOUTH EMPLOYMENT SUMMIT 2002

Youth Employment Summit (YES 2002) was convened from September 7th to 11th 2002 at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, in Alexandria, Egypt. Approximately 2000 delegates from more than 140 countries gathered at the Alexandria Library's auditorium including 14 delegates from Tanzania.  The YES summit provided a 5 day forum in order to discuss, debate and finally adopt the YES Framework for Action to guide the decade campaign for youth employment, 2002-2012.

Youth Employment Summit launched a Global Decade Campaign of Action so that an additional 500 million youth adults, especially those facing poverty, will have productive and sustainable livelihoods by the year 2012.

This Decade Campaign of Action involves various stakeholders including youth and youth organisations, governments, international organisations, corporations and entrepreneurs, all of whom were represented at the global event.  Bringing together such representatives from around the world is essential in order to establish the networks necessary to initiate a global movement for the development of programs and policies in all countries to make sure that the world’s youth have access to the education and training programs, skills development opportunities, resources and credit needed to build productive and sustainable livelihoods.

Dar es Salaam University Student Organisation (DARUSO) in collaboration with YES Country Network – Tanzania will conduct one day workshop  in order to remind the community about the diverse expressions of volunteerism, its cross cutting nature and the reciprocal relationships which lie at the very root of voluntary action. A key factor in achieving the goals of Youth Employment Summit will be the voluntary involvement of local people through traditional systems of mutual aid and self-help as well as through more modern forms of service volunteering and activism. And the value-added of volunteerism lies not only in “getting the job done”, it also enhances the quality of the action, increases the likelihood for sustainability of employment for youth.

We recognised that volunteer activity benefits both society and the individual. It brings communities together, enhances social inclusion and strengthens citizenship. When the community volunteer to promote YES it is a means to an end, cutting across many issues such as poverty-alleviation, reduction of infection of HIV/AIDS, Drug Abuse, crime and promotion of social economic development  in general.

Recognising the role of volunteers in social and economic development and incorporating volunteering into national development schemes will help advance goals of peace, equality and justice.
Volunteerism hinges on the fundamental principles that value free will, commitment, engagement and solidarity. These principles are the keys for the development of an equitable society. Also, they guarantee empowerment of the voiceless, the marginalized, the vulnerable and the unreached groups in our societies. In turn, these principles enhance the promotion of sustainable social economic development in the world in general and Tanzania in particular. That is why the Youth Employment Campaign corresponds with the spirit of volunteerism when we mark the International Volunteers Day.

Youth Employment Summit Campaign approach starts with the recognition that people’s knowledge, skills, experience, culture, energy and inventiveness are every country’s most valuable resource, and that people and their traditions must be regarded as assets, not liabilities. This approach gives prime emphasis to the role of human beings in their social context. For this reason, a strong civic society, in which norms of reciprocity, co-operation and trust are respected, would be the best way to underpin sustainable employment for youth.

Gatherings strengthening partnerships between civil society and Governments have taken place during conference preparation to sustain the momentum of YES.

3.0 OBJECTIVES

DARUSO and YES2002 Country Network are of the view that the workshop will benefit the Tanzanian society in several ways:-

a) It will enable academic, students and diverse stakeholders and members of the general public to:

i) Review the concepts of Volunteerism and youth employment.

ii) Rekindle and keep alive the spirit of volunteerism and promotion of youth employment.

iii) Be aware of the need to be part of empowerment of this generation and the posterity.

b) The workshop shall be used as a platform to launch a website for the YES Country Network in Tanzania at

  http://projects.youthemploymentsummit.org/YES-Tanzania.

This will enable the general public to raise curiosity on the Youth Employment Summit Campaign in Tanzania, which will be launched on December 5th at the International Volunteers Day.
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